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lowa's rebresentatlves wait
for redistricting proposal

The Des Mojnes Register

Iowa’s five U.S. repre-
sentatives have a special
interest in the first draft of
new congressional district
maps that will be released
at 8:15 a.m. Thursday at the
Jowa Capitol: How the maps
are drawn could play a big
role in determining whether
they keep their jobs.

Iowa’s slow growth means
that its congressional dele-
gation will shrink from five
to four. So at least one of the
incumbents won't return for
another term, Depending on
how the maps are drawn,
longtime colleagues could
have to square off against
each other.

The state Legislative
Services Agency, which is
responsible for drawing
the new maps, also will re-
lease new districts for the
Iowa House and Senate.
In general, rural areas are
expected to lose seats in
the Legislature, and faster-
growing metro areas will
gain them.

Either chamber of the
Iowa Legislature or Gow.

I Draw your own map

The Des Moines Register has developed an online game to let you
try your hand at redrawing the congressional districts. To play the
game, go to DesMoinesRegister.com/redistrictinggame.

KEY: &; Current congressman'’s residence

Here’s a map drawn by Gary Capps, a customer service representa-
tive from Oskaloosa. Capps, a Democrat, thinks lowa has four
distinctive geographical regions, each of which deserves represen-
tation. His map also has a good mix of urban and rural population,
he said. Although the official mapmakers cannot consider political
implications, Capps points out that his map presents equal party
liability: Two incumbents in each party would square offina
primary if no one moves. The southeast district, largest in popula-
tion, has 3,973 more people than the northeast district, the smallest

Terry Branstad, a Re- they don't like the third,
publican, can reject the the Iowa Supreme Court
proposed maps twice. If decides the boundaries.
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I Redistricting hearings in first week of April

During the first week in April, the public can weigh in about the proposed new districts during
four public hearings. The hearings will be held in Council Bluffs, Bettendorf, Cedar Rapids and Des

Moines.

The Temporary Redistricting Advisory Commission will receive the public comments. The five
members of the commission are Chairwoman Maggie Tinsman of Davenport, Rose Brown of Council
Bluffs, Lance Ehmcke of Sioux City, Matt Paul of Des Moines and Eric Turner of Des Moines.

COUNCIL BLUFFS

Monday, April 4, 6 to 8:30 p.m., ICN Room at
the Council Bluffs Public Library, 400 Willow
Ave.

The following ICN sites will be interactive with
the Council Bluffs site:

« North lowa Area Community College, Room
106, Activity Center, 500 College Drive, Mason
City.

+ Northwest Area Education Agency, Room 206,
1520 Morningside Ave., Sioux City. ‘

- Spencer Public Library, 21 E. Third 5t.,
Spencer.

BETTENDORF

Tuesday, April 5,7 to 9 p.m., Mississippi Benc
Area Education Agency, 729 21st St.

CEDAR RAPIDS

Wednesday, April 6, 6:30 to 9 p.m., ICN Room at
Kirkwood Community College, 104 Washington
Hall, 6301 Kirkwood Blvd. S.W.

The following ICN sites will be interactive with
the Cedar Rapids site: "

« Keystone Area Education Agency, 2310 Chaney
Road, Dubuque.

« Great Prairie Area Education Agency, 2814 N.
Court St., Ottumwa.

+ Hawkeye Community College, 1501 E. Orange
Road, Waterloo.

DES MOINES

Thursday, April 7, 7 to 9 p.m., Wallace State
Office Building Auditorium, 502 E. Ninth St., Des
Moines.




