
Goverhor C iver Announces I 

$90 Million i Federal Grants 

to Improve roadband Access 
Projects create job , enhance technology 

Governor Chet C iver today announced seven federal 

grants totaling mo than $90 million that will enhance 

broadband and fiber ne ork connectivity in Iowa. The funds 

come from the Amen Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

(ARRA). 

This is an exciti g time for Iowa,  Governor Culver 

said. These grants wi enable Iowans to aspire to the next 

level of opportunities u lizing broadband and further the possibilities 

for Iowa edu ation, health, safety, transportation, 

and economics. This m ney will not only create hundreds of 

jobs during the deplo ent phase, but it will also bolster these 

Iowa communities for any years to come. It will be a lasting 

legacy for the ARRA bj 1.  

The grants awarde are as follows: 

Iowa Communicat ns Network will receive a $16.2 million 

grant from the Dc artment of Commerce with an additional 

$7.6 million ap licant-provided match to upgrade an 

existing 3,000-mile ne ork with direct high-speed connections 

for thousands of community institutions. Iowa Communications 

Network  project stands to benefit over 4,500 

community institutions Of the 99 counties in the state, 17 are 

economically distres and will be served by this project. 

Approximately 100 jo will be created initially. 

Iowa Health Syst will receive a $17.7 million grant 

from the Department f Commerce with an additional $9.9 

million applicant-prov ed match to upgrade and enhance the 

health system s existi fiber network that provides connections 

to over 200 heal are facilities. In addition, the funding 

will facilitate more ac ss to broadband service for residents 

and businesses state de. High quality broadband is very 

useful for the moving f medically important data. Approximately 

100 jobs will b created initially. 

The Farmers  Tel phone Company of Riceville will receive 

a $9,367,926 1 n and $9,367,927 grant from USDA 
and $4,683,963 in pri ate investment to construct a fiber-tothe-premises 

the-premises network allowing Farmers Telephone Company 

to provide grea than 20Mbps broadband access in 

the exchange areas o Little Cedar, New Haven, Plymouth, 
Riceville, Marble Ro , Greene, St. Ansgar and Stacyville. 
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