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Budget concerns highlighted

Hearings focus on costs of nursing
home regulation, retirement payments

By JASON CLAYWORTH
jclayworth@dmreg.com

The growing number of state
government retirees and a com-
ing federal mandate calling for
massive revisions to how Iowa
monitors nursing homes are
among looming financial pres-
sures| highlighted Wednesday
during state budget hearings.

The state is also moving for-
ward with efforts potentially to
sell the high-speed fiber optic
Iowa Communications Network,

known as the ICN, which offers
video to all 99 counties and was
signed into law by Gov. Terry
Branstad in 1989.

“This is limited now to things
like education and National
Guard armories, but could this
serve a broader purpose, and
could it be used kind of like a pri-
vate utility where any private us-
er could pay a fee and utilize the
system?”  Branstad asked
Wednesday.

The network charges a fee to
its users, which are primarily

state government agencies. Ij
does not receive money from th
general fund, the state’s chief fi
nancial account.

House Republicans severa
years ago proposed selling the
network as a way to generate rev.
enue, which they estimated at $15
million. The Legislature has giv:
en ICN officials until June 30
2013, to request proposals from
private groups that potentially]
could buy the network.

Wednesday was the first o
several days of public hearing
for presentations from each stat
department. The Legislature ha
already allocated roughly 86 per
cent of the budget for the fisc
year that begins July 1, 2012, as

parf of a two-year budget ?rocb

ess| Nonetheless, the meetings
are|essential to help state’ joffi-
cials prepare for future c¢hal-
lenges, Branstad sajd Wednes-
da

mong the challenges |dis+
cussed Wednesday: federally
mandated changes in nursing
honje inspections. The Qualitv In-

the hew system’s objectives, land
Iowh Department of Inspections
and|Appeals Director Rod Rob-

ed that implementing
will likely require ex-

'e anticipate what this
r method will require of us,
ith human resources and then
i acting the budget, we
e to come back next

' See BUDGET, Page 3B
[ Vo N

43647-11-24_3001.pdf




(2
il

i
-

i

L

:

m

i

MT

§egis-
mmmmm n

£
1

3E=

tuuu'll

-

T

mmmm

-

It

:
mm_wmmmm

_.u

¢

I

R H
m aum I
m

i
s

mnnmumn

s

Des Moines

Register
Des Moines,lA

Circ. 151448

From Page:

5

11/24/2011

43647

County: Polk

pdf

43647-11-24_3001



