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BP board hears updates from school principals

By JUDY SCHLESSELMAN
Star Press Union reporter

The Belle Plaine Board of Educa-
tion unanimously re-elected Joyce
Livermore as president and elected
Mike Bachelder vice president at its
regular board meeting Oct. 20.

Principal Cherie Brown and assis-
tant principal Heather Coover gave
their monthly reports. Brown’s up-
date included the Talented and Gift-
ed program, Red Ribbon Week, sci-
ence and FFA activities and the up-
coming Veterans Day program Nov.
11. She reported eight staff members
took CPR and portable defibrillator
training with the Belle Plaine Area
Ambulance Oct. 13. Brown said the
ambulance service will donate two
defibrillators to the district.’

Brown asked the board to recon-
sider its policy requiring a student
provide a written excuse within 48
hours after an absence. Brown said
this creates “insurmountable” pa-
perwork for the office staff, and the
vast majority of students and parents
phone in the absence at the proper
time, as required. The board asked
Brown to bring a recommendation to
a future meeting.

Assistant principal Heather
Coover reported Longfellow has had
a busy month. She updated the board
on activities during Fire Prevention
Week, plans for Red Ribbon Week,
the Halloween parade and parent-
teacher conferences. Hardbound
books were presented to all first
and fourth graders through a pro-
gram sponsored by UI Family Care,
Hrabak Funeral Home and Belle
Plaine Nursing and Rehab Center.
“Another thank you to our commu-
nity for reaching out to our schools,”
Coover said. ,

An activity fund advisory commit-
tee met in September to clarify pur-
chase procedures and the proper use

of activity funds. The board asked
that a written policy be presented at
a future meeting.

The district will soon have some
new computers and software thanks
to Microsoft Settlement Funds. The
board approved the purchase of 21 I-
Mac stand-alone systems and 46 lap-
tops for use at the junior-senior high
school. With only 12 operable com-
puters currently in the junior-senior
high lab, Superintendent Bill Lynch
asked Media Specialist Paula Men-
gler to determine further computer
needs for the board’s consideration.

The 2011 Close Up trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. set for April 3-8 was
approved. Nine seniors will partici-
pate and are fundraising. Sponsor
Val Coffman noted the Close Up
program implemented several new
safety precautions due to the vola-
tile world situation. Next year’s trip
will be the 37th year Belle Plaine has
participated in Close Up.

Spanish trip

The board tabled action on a re-
quest from Spanish teacher Katie
Stull to take five or six Belle Plaine
students on a one-week educational
trip to Mexico next March. At a cost
to each student of nearly $2,000, the
board felt the group needs to fund-
raise to make the trip affordable
to all interested students, not just
those who can afford it.

Director Jim Pierce said, “I don’t
believe that is fair to the kids who
come from a financial background
that won’t allow them to participate
in this. If we’re going to offer at least
reasonable access to educational
opportunities, it should be for all,
regardless whether or not they have
the financial wherewithal to do it.”

Stull told Lynch she is considering

BP Board - Page 2

W Joyce
Livermore
returns as
school board
president at
meeting last
Wednesday




Belle Plaine Star
Press Union
Belle Plaine,lA
Circ. 2950

From Page:

2

10/27/2010
44975

Resignations are accepted by BP board

BP Board - From page 1

fundraising possibilities. The board
requested more information and will
address the trip at a future meeting.

Personnel

Kurt Hinschberger submitted his
resignation as assistant wrestling
coach. Hinschberger coached 14 sea-
sons and has taken a new job with
hours that will not coincide with the
wrestling position.

Cindy Felton resigned her associate
position effective Dec. 23, 2010. The
board approved both resignations.

Sixth grade teacher and head wres-
tling coach Brandon Heying was hired
as weightlifting sponsor, a position the
board created at an earlier meeting.

Abby Hebrink was hired as a shared
dance sponsor to work with Janeen
Wickwire.

Construction project

The gymnasium floor at Longfellow
has been installed, sealed and paint-
ed. The floor must set for approxi-
mately two weeks before it is used.

Lynch reported the ICN room at the
junior-senior high school is almost
complete. The room will be fully op-
erational after teacher training and
is the first classroom in the state with
this technology, Lynch said.

The board reviewed floor plans by
Struxture Architects for the athletic
storage room at the junior-senior high
school. No cost estimate was provided.
Staff will review the plans and make
recommendations.

The architects will prepare the fi-
nal punch list Nov. 11-12 of incomplete
or unsatisfactory work at both build-
ings.

Lynch said he received, through the
architects, a letter from the electrical
engineer regarding the lighting prob-
lems at the sports complex. Lynch
wants to schedule a meeting with the
architect, electrical engineer and
electrical contractor concerning the

situation.

Budget

Treasurer Lori McClenathan pre-
sented the 2009-10 fiscal year report.
The general fund closing balance June
30 was $1,251,827.92, an increase of
nearly $344,000 over the opening bal-
ance. The PPEL (Physical Plant and
Equipment Levy) showed an increase
of just over $28,000.

In other business, the board:

- approved an early graduation re-
quest from senior Curtis Rethman
pending fulfillment of graduation re-
quirements.

- approved an allowable growth re-
questto recover funding for a negative

special education balance forthe 2009-
10 school year. The state provides the
district weighted funding for special
education students and the district
incurs special education expenses.
Last year’s negative balance was over
$100,000. “We have to meet the needs
of the students, and this is a way to re-
cover,” Lynch stated.

- approved an allowable growth re-
quest for funding for 18 students who
open enrolled out this year but were
not on the district’s count last year.

- appointed Marie Stratford and
Jim Pierce to this year’s negotiations
committee, with Lynch the chief nego-
tiator.

-named the Lynch Dallas Law Firm
as legal representatives.

- agreed to spend up to $2,750 for
the Lynch Dallas Law Firm to update
school board policy manuals. Any
changes would require board approv-
al.

The board went into closed session
to discuss the possible purchase of
property.

The next regular board meeting
was changed from Wednesday, Nov.
17 to Tuesday, Nov. 16 at 6:45 p.m. at
Longfellow School. The change is due
to the Iowa State School Board Con-
vention Nov. 17. President Joyce Liver-
more will attend.






